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Chapter 1 o
History of profession of Pharmacy in India in relation to
Pharmacy education, industry and associations

History:

The history of pharmacy as an independent science dates back to the first third of the 19th
century. Before then, pharmacy evolved from antiquity as part of medicine. The history of
pharmacy coincides well with the history of medicine, but.it's important that there is a
distinction between the two topics. Pharmaceuticals is one of the most- researched fields in
the academic industry, but the history surrounding that particular topic is sparse
compared to the impact it‘s made world-wide. Before the advent of pharmacists, there
existed apothecaries that worked alongside priests and physicians in regard to patient care.

Asia:

The earliest known Chinese manual on materia medica is the Shennong Bencao Jing
(The Divine Farmer's Herb-Root Classic), dating back to the Ist century AD. It was
compiled during the Han dynasty and was attributed to the mythical Shennong. Earlier
literature included lists of prescriptions for specific ailments, exemplified by a manuscript

- "Recipes for 52 Ailments", found in the Mawangdui, sealed in 168 BC. Further details on
Chinese pharmacy can be found in the Pharmacy in China article. The earliest known
compilation of medicinal substances in Indian traditional medicine dates to the 3rd or 4th
century AD)(attributed to Sushruta, who is recorded as a physician of the 6th century BC).
There is a stone sign for a pharmacy with a tripod, a mortar, and a pestle opposite one
for a doctor in the Arcadian ‘Way in Ephesus, Turkey.

In Japan, at the end of the Asuka period (538-710) and the early Nara period (710-
794), the men who fulfilled roles similar to those of modern pharmacists were highly
respected. The place of pharmacists in society was expressly defined in the Taihd
Code (701) and re-stated in the Y5r5 Code (718). Ranked positions in the pre- Heian
Imperial court were established; and this organizational structure remained largely
_ intact until the Meiji Restoration (1868). In this highly stable hierarchy, the pharmacists
-, and even pharmacist assistants were assigned status superior to all others in health-
related fields such as physicians and acupuncturists. In the Imperial household, the
pharmacist was even ranked above the two personal physicians of the Emperor
Pharmacist in relation to his trade . Following are the provisions whic pharmacist
should keep in mind while dealing with his trade: {7\ .
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Figinally stemmed from my passion for develog;gxg&;g@:r %5
nd novel methods in development of clinical metiouUs in
o8, As the gwerld moves into fie digital age, gefferating vast |
etit-there will be a greaterjnsed to accgss I o5 8
“material created with outdated-technology. It is my passiei to wot only. find out, HuEl
develop toolsto breakidown baﬁrmers of él“c%essibﬂity for future generation. = '
- “In truth, I could not have achieved my current level of success without-a strong,
* suppost group. Fisst of ally my parents, who supported me with love and-understanding?
" - And secondly, my committee members, each of whom has provided paticnt-advice and
.guidance throughewt the research process. Thank you all for your unwavering support.
Pharmacology is the branch of science focused on health. There are two main
approaches to health science the study and research of the body and health-related issues
to understand how humans (and animals) function, and the application of that knowledge
to improve health and to prevent and- cure discases and other physical and mental
impairments. The science builds on many sub-fields, including biology, biochemistry,
physics, epidemiology, pharmacology, medical sociology. Applied health sciences
endeavor to better understand and improve human health through applications in areas
such as health education, biomedical engineering, biotechnology and public health.
Organized interventions to improve health based on the principles and procedures
developed through the health sciences are provided by practitioners trained in medicine,
—~— nursing, nutrition, pharmacy, social work, psychology, occupational therapy, physical
' therapy and other health care professions. Clinical practitioners focus mainly on the
health of individuals, while public health practitioners consider the overall health of
communities and populations.
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